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HILLMON CASE SETTLED.

McNall's Fight for Fair Dealing in Insur-
atics Finally Wins,

The New York Life Insurance Com-
pany has settled the celebrated Hillmon
case. Thy fallure to pay this loas was
the cause of Superintendent McNall's re-
fusal to license this company lust Maroh.
He held that after & claim had been litl-
gatad for twenty years without a sattle-
ment that it was time for the company
to pay and that fallure to do 80 meant
u refusal to permit the company so re-
fusing to do business in Kansas,

A big disturbance was immediately
started by the company's agents and by
Republican papers. MeNgll was called
a cmar, and his “arbitrary, despotic”
mathoda were made the text for hun-
dreda of abusive editorinls, The Fed-
eral courts were appealed to and “vig-
tory after vietory” was won by the com-
pany, The injunction machinery was
used fn eyery vonceivable way, but the
New York -Lité and 1ta gssociate com-
panfes remnined on the outalde. The
fight against the exar was even curried
4o far that he was indleted for contempt
growling out of his disregard for Federal
rottrt orders which were lasued without
tuthority by courts having no jurisdie-
tiom of the isues Involved,

But all this time the State courts,
which really had jurisdiction in the case,
were carefully avoided. They were not
sulted to the purposeés of the bluff game
of the companies. When these courts
were reached by the State authoritlies
declgions ngainst the companies, oust-
ing them from the State were handed
down, These established precedents in
the construction of State law, which ne-
rording to the rules of practics, must be
followed by the Federal courts, A case
of the same character was pending
wealnsl the New York Life and would
soon be passed upon by the State Bu-
preme court, As the same decislon was
almost sure Lo be glven it was, as Me-
Nall would say, "“up to them.”

As the bluff had failed to work and
8 the company was about to be de-
prived of business which was yielding
& profit of two dollars for every dollar
invested In Kansas It very sensibly de-
clded to quit and pay, IU's atlorneys
made the necessary setilement and pald
$24,000 Into court last Friday, The com-
pany’s polley was orlginally $10,000 but
the acerued Interest had more than
doubled it. The case wus tried five
times, In four of these trials the jury
dispgreed and in one of them Mrs. Hill-
mon got judgment. In none of the cases
did the companles get a verdict in thelr
favor,

Hillmon had three pollcles, These
wera In the following companles for the
amounts named: New York Life $10,000,
New York Mutual Life $10,000, Connec-
tioot Mutual Life $5,000. On the basis
of the New York Life's settlement, Mra,
Hillmon, who has since married J. C.
Smith, will receive about §62,000 if the
other companes follow Its example.

The result {s a great victory for Bu-
perintendent MeNall, It Is virtually an
acknowledgment that his claim that
Mrs. Hillmon's treatment was unjust,
Is ture. 1t sustains MeNall's action and
18 an admission that the claim was o
proper one, 1t s not known what the
other companies will do but it not prab-
able that they will continoe the fight
alone. The fact that the New York Life
has always led In the fight gives color
10 this impressign.

Another Insumnce Company Battlos,

The Melropolitan Life lnsurancs Com-
pany has found that it Is nnprofitable to
fight the laws of Kansas and to refuse to
pay its logses, so It has settled the Mrs.
Emery loss at Kunsns Cley. Thls losa
was the canse of its license being re-
volted by Superintendent MeNall, Thia
was not the only eause, however, as tha
company refused to give certaln infor-
mation relative to Its business which
was demanded, McNell's efforts to
bring the companies to time seem to be
bearing splendld frult,
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Olarkson Falls in Line,

Chicago, January 21.—Harrlson Clark-
son, munager of the rating bureau at
Topeka, Kas., after a conference -with
Chicugo managers, has decided to aban-
don the bureau and cancel the subserip-
tion of the companies.

The suits instituted by Mr. Clarkson
to restraln Webb MeNall, Insurance
Commissioner, from Interfering with
the bureau, to which the companien wara
made party, will be continued, as the
managers wish a declsion on some of
tha points Involved. The Commissioner
ruled against the bureau under the anti-
contract Inws of the State.

. -

Guardians of Kansas History Meet.

The annual meetipg of the Kansas
State Historleal Seclety was held at To-
peka January 18, The meetlng was well
altonded and brought onl nsiech of his-
torical value. John Speer, the venerable
Presidant of the soclety, discussad “The
Importance of Accuracy in Historleal
Statements.” He orticised many loose
reports of events connected with Kunsas
history. among which was a hook of
e¢ivil government by Prof, Hodder.
Memorial addresses were presented for
George T, Anthony, Major J. B. Abbott
and T, Dwight Thacher. Eugene F.
Ware presented a bust of I W, Wilder,
In which he regerves o proprieiury in-
terest untll the soclety Is glven suitable
quarters for e rooms. Mr. Wilder was
the real oviginator of the soclety, hav-
Ing offered a resolution providing for
the soclety’s organization In the State
Baitorisl Azsoctution In 1874, Col. John-
son, of Topeka, gave the soclety a gavel
made from one of tha first apple trees
grown In Johnson county. Chancellor
Snow gave a bistory of the early days
of the University. L. R. Elllott reasd
L. V. Brower's paper on "Coronado.”
A committes waa named to assist Mr.
Drower in his researches in this diree-
tlon. The following officers were elected
for the ensulng year:

President, John BSpesr; Viee Presi-
dents, Engene P, Ware and W, A, Peffer;
Secretary, F. G. Adame,

Phe directors are electad In three soc-
tions for three years sach. The sectlon
elected this yeur includes the following:

F. G. Adams, Alex, Caldwell, H. T.
Chase, E. J. Dallas, Clias, 8. Gleed, John
Guthrle, C. K. Holliday, A. H. Horton,
Col. A, 8. Johngon, F. O, Popenoe, Wil-
fiam Sims, Fred Wellhouse, and A, L.
Williams, of Topeka; J, R. Clark, La
Cygoe; L. R. Elliott, Manhattan; J. 8.
Emery, Lawrence; 1. D. Grabam, Man-
hattan; H, €. F. Hackbusch, Leaven-
worth; G. W. Harrington, Hlawatha; J.
(. Harkell, Lawronce; Scott Hopkins,
Horton; Mrs. Geo. Johnson, White
Rock: Henry Kuhn, Marion; V. J. Lane
and Geo, W Martin, Kansas City; J. F.
Legate, Loavenworth; H, L. Moore,
Lawrenee; B, N. Morrill, T, B, Murdock,
El Dorado; Adrisn Reynolds, Sedan;
W. H. Smith, Marysville; A. E True,
Vera; . L. Vandegrift, City.

CITY OWNERSHIP WINS.

Recent Elootiona in Tola and Neodeshin Bhow
Growth of Bontimant,

f'or over n vear the people of the
growing city of lola lave been discuss-
g public ownership of the natural gns
plant. Two plants have been mixed up
in litigation for some time und the court
fixed n price at which the city might
poquire both plants. Thiz price was
30,000, Tho testimony in the cnses
showed thal the profits were avernging
$10,000 per year.

Last spring at the city eléction the
public ownership adherents captured
the Republlean conventlon and named
n ticket in barmony with thelr |deas
The opponents named an independent
ticket, but In spita of the fact that the
city ia strongly Republican the Repub-
llcan tlcket was beaten. By reason of
the cily's growth it has become a city
of the second class and & special elec-
tion was neoessary,

This was held Iast week. The Repub-
lleuns pretended to lgnore the publie
ownership question but named a strong,
populae man to head the ticket, A elt-
lzens' tlcket was named by those favor-
ing city ownership. A specially hard
fight followed, The eitizens’ candldatos,
headed by W. H. McClure, made publle
ownership the lssue. When the votes
were connted he had 200 votes more to
his credit than bis opponent had, Proper
pelitions will be Immediately circulated
and an election to settle the ownership
question will soon be called. The new
administration will push the movement
energetieally and it will doubtless he
successiil, the change in the past year
Indicating that sentiment is rapidly
ehanglng In fuvor of sensibla business
governtaent, The example of Toln omn
be followed with profit by many other
citles,

Neodeshn has voted for munleipal
ownership of the natural gas plant, the
vote being elght to one, A vote of ahout
pleven to one wis shown in favor of 4
city water-works plant, Each proposl-
tlon earried with it the Issue of $16,000
bonds. 'The exact vote was 332 to 44
for the gng plant and 340 to 32 for the
water-works. At n previous election the
vote was five to one and silx to one
That election was declared Invalld be-
cnuse some features of the ballot
law were dlsregarded. The question is
now settled and another city has been
udded to the growing list of those which
ure sensible enough to run thelr own
affalra.

Kansas ot Omaha Exposition,

Since an ngreement has been reached
by which the various rallroad compa-
nles operating in the State have pledged
215,000 In cash, provided u like amount
ghall be oblalned by sobseription
through the efforts of Governor Leedy,
it is adsurdd (hat a total of §30,000 can
be used for a Kansas exhibit af the
Omaha exposition. The cltlzens of evary
county in the State should now come
forward with thelr offers of voluntary
stubscriptiona to afd the Governor In
securlng  the fund without delay.
Through the efforts of E. 8 Tocker,
ncting as commercial agent for Kansas
exhibits, many of the counties have
subscriptions started and commitiees
at work. The western part of the State
is especinlly concerned in the movement

nnd will doubtless furnish displays that

will be n revelation. But there needs
to be an organiszed commisalon, author-
izod by the Governor, to colleet all mi~
terinl furnished by the countles and
place the saxme on exhibition, Although
aach vounty exhiblt will be neparate and
distinot in Itseit, yot when gronped to-
goether they will represent the State;
consaquently let ench make an effort
to supply only the beat, dnd establish
the fact that Kansas can alwiys make
a favorable comparison with any Btate
of the West, especially on this octa=
slon. The calling of & meeting of del-
egates from all parts of the State, com=
posed of all who will serve voluntarily,
should be the next step in organising
forcea to take charge of the work for
pushing Kansas' repressntation to sue-
cees, Wo hope that each county will
respond for the benefit of ite own inters
estg and for the credit of the State.

tcok Insarancs Frauds Prohibited:

Superintendont MeNall ls now after
companies which insre llve stock and
pay on a basls of the number of head
owned rather than 1bo number nsured.
Te says: *“When stockmen take out in-
sirance to the amount of §600 on m
buneh of cattle he is laboring under the
{mpression that If 3600 worth of his
hetd die, he will gat the §5600 Insurance.
Not so, The company will ask him
how many cattle he had In his herd,
Then it will pro-rate the lnsurance, and
will pay him Insurance on each animal
that dles In proportion to the Amount
the Insurange bears to the viiue of the
entire herd. If a stockman has 1,000
bead and $600 insurance, he will get 50
cents per herd insurance for every steer
that dies, under the present system. I
don't conaider that insurance, The in-
surance recelved will not amount (o ae
much a8 the premium paid. If these
companles do businesa In Kansas after
March 1, they will have to change their
policles so a8 to agree to pay the actual
loss up to the limit of thelr polley. No
more pra-rating will go.”

- -

Bush Wants Detailed Baports.

Secretary of State Buah ls golog to
wee Lo it that corporations which must
report to hia officé make a report which
means something. He therefore asks
for Information on the following sub-
Jouts:

Bills receivable, renl estate, personal
property, stocks, bonds and other seeur-
Ities, merchandise, cash on hand, due
from bLonks, necounts receivable, judg-
ments, capltal, surplus, undivided
profits, bills payable, bonded indebted-
nesy, incombrance on real estate o
plant, profit on merchandlse sold, profit
nn renl estate sold, rents, Interest, com-
misalons, offlcers’ salaries, clerk hire,
other labor, rent, insurance, taxed, loter-
est, dividends.
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The Historical Bociety's Colleoti

The lbrary of the Kansas Historieal
Soclety now contalns 86,084 volumes of
all kinds. There wore 864 volumes of
books, 2,351 unbound volumes and
pamphlets, 1,387 volumes of newspapers
and periodienls and n number of mis-
cellaneous things of historie value
ndded o the collsction last year. The
soclety now has 12,990 bound volumes
of Kansas newspapers and periodicals.
The pullshers of the State give the eo-
claty & free copy of their papers and
these are carefully pressryed. The news-
papers of the State now number 779 of
which 56 are dailles, 028 weekiles, 2
seml-weaklies, 72 montalles, § semi-

monthiles and 15 leas frequently.
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